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I 20 years of monitoring and communicating evidence on drugs

Introduction: Ensuring Europe’s system for monitoring drugs remains fit for purpose

Building on national efforts, and formative European level activities, the EMCDDA has for the last 20 years been 

working to establish and develop mechanisms to monitor Europe’s drug problems. A core element of this work, and an 

explicit priority of the Centre, has been the development of a set of key epidemiological indicators (KI) supported by 

expert technical working groups. Work has been conducted in close cooperation with the national focal points, and a 

considerable share of the KI added value remains at national level. 

It is widely acknowledged that Europe has made considerable progress in developing harmonised and 

methodologically robust monitoring tools in key drug domains (in particular drug demand and drug-related harm) 

which now contribute to a better understanding of the national and European drug problem. It is also clear that the 

drug situation that Europe faces today is very different in many respects to the one that existed when the EMCDDA 

was founded. 

This conference will therefore provide a much needed opportunity to bring together experts from all the KI working 

groups, EMCDDA staff members, representatives of national focal points and other experts working in key information 

domains. It will allow the sharing of perspectives from the different technical domains covered by the EMCDDA 

monitoring tasks and for experts to explore how different information sources can be brought together not only to 

understand better the nature of the drug problem but also to help inform the development and evaluation of effective 

interventions. 

The technical conference will be forward looking. A reflection on the lessons learnt from the last 20 years of monitoring 

drug use will be used to inform a discussion on how the EMCDDA successfully meets the future challenges of 

continuing to provide Europe with a robust understanding of the extent and nature of drug use and drug problems. 

 

Key epidemiological indicators (KI)

• Prevalence and patterns of drug use among the general population

• Prevalence and patterns of problem drug use 

• Treatment demand indicator

• Drug-related deaths and mortality among drug users

• Drug-related infectious diseases

www.emcdda.europa.eu/activities/key-indicators

For more information on the EMCDDA:

www.emcdda.europa.eu

Venue

EMCDDA Conference Centre
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Monday, 21 September 2015 

09.00 Session 1 

Setting the scene (plenary) 
Conference Centre

Chair: Paul Griffiths and co-chair Elsa Maia

This session will welcome participants of the conference and provide an overview of the scope and purposes of the event.

Welcome to participants — Wolfgang Götz, EMCDDA Director 

Using drug monitoring information to assess the Portuguese Drug Strategy — João Goulão, Portugal, 
National Drug Coordinator and Chair of the EMCDDA Management Board

Perspective of a national drug monitoring centre and focal point — Rosario Sendino, Spain

The evolution of the drug situation in Europe in the last 30 years — Dirk Korf, Netherlands, Bonger 
Institute, key note speaker 

Lessons learnt and future challenges: reflections from 20 years monitoring European drug trends by 
the EMCDDA — Julian Vicente and Paul Griffiths

Questions and discussion 

11.00 Coffee break

11.30 Session 2 

Maximising the value of the information collected: the need for a system level and multi-indicator 
perspective (plenary) 
Conference Centre

Chair: Linda Montanari and co-chair Brian Galvin

This session will explore how multi-indicator analysis can enhance the usefulness and analytical value of data sets. 
The session will be built around national case studies of multi-indicator analysis and show how they allow a better 
understanding of the extent of drug use and drug harms and can inform the development of responses and policies.

Austria: Understanding trends and their implications for high-risk drug use in Austria — Martin 
Busch  
Discussant: Ellen Amundsen, Norway

Finland: Trends in high-risk drug use in Finland, when is there enough key indicator data to identify a 
trend — Martta Forsell 
Discussant: Viktor Mravcik, Czech Republic

Spain: Trends in cannabis in Spain, prevalence, harms, interventions and policies — Elena Alvarez 
Discussant: François Beck, France  

Discussion — common learning points

13.00 Lunch break 

14.15 Session 3

Basing policies and responses on a sound understanding of the drug problem: the role and value of 
monitoring (plenary) 
Conference Centre

Chair: Roland Simon and co-chair Wil Kuijpers

The objective of this session is to explore how monitoring data can inform policy and action and what factors facilitate or 
impede this.

Netherlands: The Netherlands 1995–2015, the influence of treatment data on the Dutch drug policy 
— Guus Cruts  
Discussant: Alexander Grabenhofer-Eggerth, Austria

Greece: Recent trends in drug problems and service provision in Greece — Anastasios Fotiou  
Discussant: Graça Vilar, Portugal

Ireland: Trends in treated drug problems in Ireland and service provision — Suzi Lyons 
Discussant: Janusz Sieroslawski, Poland

Discussion — common learning points
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15.45 Coffee break

16.15 Session 4 

Challenges for the future: a breakout session in thematic parallel workshops

In a set of thematically organised workshops that address the key information domains covered by the KIs, discussions 
will focus on their ongoing and future methodological, practical and analytical challenges and corresponding information 
needs that must be addressed to continue to successfully monitor these topic areas. The conclusions from these 
workshops will be used to inform discussions in the closing session on how the indicator will need to adapt to future 
challenges.

Workshop 1 
Understanding drug trends and developments 
(surveys and related data GPS group) 
Room PAL101

Chairs: Julian Vicente and João Matias

Rapporteur final session: Peggy van der Pol

France: Findings from last French National 
Survey (2014) and trends — Stanislas Spilka 

Finland: Results from the Finnish 2014 Drug 
Survey — Karolina Karjalainen 

CTC-EU: Results and perspectives of the CTC-EU 
project on drug prevention — Harrie Jonkman 

Challenges for the future. A general discussion 
introduced by the EMCDDA

Workshop 2 
Estimating the magnitude of the more intensive 
forms of drug use – what do we need and where 
do we go? (PDU group) 
Room CDS012

Chairs: André Noor and Eleni Kalamara

Rapporteur final session: Martin Bush

Portugal: Latest PDU data from Portugal using 
CR and GPS methods — Ludmila Carapinha 

Greece: Prevalence of HRDU in Greece – 
comparison of capture-recapture and RDS 
estimates — Clive Richardson 

Albania: National study on problematic drug 
users in Albania — Alban Yilli 

Challenges for the future. A general discussion 
introduced by the EMCDDA

Workshop 3 
The role and value of data from drug treatment 
services (TDI expert group) 
Room CDS107

Chairs: Linda Montanari and Bruno Guarita

Rapporteur final session: Martta Forsell

EMCDDA update on TDI Prevalence and TDI 
management — Linda Montanari

United Kingdom: Turning monitoring into 
practice — Martin White

Finland: Do you get what do you ask for? 
Consistency of the Finnish TDI data after 
questionnaire modification, Martta Forsell 

Challenges for the future. A general discussion 
introduced by the EMCDDA 

Workshop 4 
Reporting on drug-related harms (focused on 
DRD) 
Conference Centre

Chairs: Isabelle Giraudon and Gleb Denissov  

Rapporteur final session: Thomas Clausen

France: MDMA-related deaths – trends and 
concerns — Magali Martinez, Michel Mallaret 
and Joëlle Micallef 

Belgium: ICD coding issues in DRD in Belgium — 
Karin De Ridder

Italy: Impact of different selection of ICD codes in 
the Italian GMR — Roberta Crialesi 

EMCDDA and Malta: Codifications practices 
of DRD following the WHO revision guidelines, 
a European review — Isabelle Giraudon and 
Kathleen England

Challenges for the future. A general discussion 
introduced by the EMCDDA

18.00 Cocktail at Conference Centre
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Tuesday, 22 September 2015

09.00 Session 5

Extending our vision: multi-indicator approaches for new topics (plenary) 
Conference Centre 

Chair: Roumen Sedefov and co-chair Carla Rossi

This session will explore the need to address new topic areas and how complementary approaches and data sources 
may add to the value of current approaches. 

Hungary: Injection of NPS, multi-indicator analysis — Anna Tarján   

Romania: Drug issues in Roma communities in Romania — Ruxanda Illiescu  

France: Use and misuse of medicines among French drug users — Agnes Cadet Tairou

Latvia: Multipurpose studies. Follow-up study of high-risk drug users in Latvia — Marcis Trapencieris

France: Qualitative studies to identify and analyse drug trends, TRENDS System — Agnès Cadet 
Tairou

Discussion – common learning points — Nicola Singleton

11.00 Coffee break

11.30 Session 6 

Improving our approach – incorporating new tools and new topics: breakout session 

The objective of this session will to be to critically evaluate the current monitoring approaches and discuss if they need to 

be adapted to new information needs.

Workshop 5 
Understanding treatment, the different roles for 
treatment monitoring 
Room PAL101

Chair: Roland Simon

EMCDDA: Introduction — Alessandro Pirona 

Austria: Inclusion of settings in treatment 
monitoring — Alexander Grabenhofer-Eggerth  

Greece: Inclusions of service provision and 
performance — Anastasios Fotiou  

Czech Republic: Availability and quality 
assurance of specialised addiction treatment 
facilities — Barbara Janikova

Workshop 6 
Improving our capacity of identification and 
reporting on emerging trends: new methods and 
new areas of analysis 
Conference Centre

Chair: Jane Mounteney

SEWPROF ITN: Wastewater-based epidemiology 
(WBE) – a new approach to monitor drug use 
and emerging trends — Sara Castiglioni 

I-Trend: Internet monitoring — Magali Martinez

Euro-DEN: Acute drug toxicity – Euro-DEN and 
other sources of data — Paul Dargan

EMCDDA: An introduction to the EMCDDA 
trendspotter methodology — Jane Mounteney
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Workshop 7 
Drug-related infectious diseases: shifting the 
focus to Hepatitis C related to injection drug use 

– situation and responses 
Room CDS012

Chair: Isabelle Giraudon

Austria: Strategic considerations to decrease 
HCV prevalence in Austria — Martin Busch 

EMCDDA: Prices of the new generation of HCV 
medicines — Claudia Costa Storti

Poland: Recent HCV data and their implications 
for extension of harm reduction measures 
including injection rooms — Janusz Sieroslawski 

United Kingdom: Intervention effectiveness to 
prevent HCV among people who inject drugs — 
Peter Vickerman

Workshop 8 
The challenge of understanding and reporting 
on patterns and problems related to multiple 
substance use 
Room CDS107 

Chair: Linda Montanari

EMCDDA: Introduction on polysubstance use 
and context. Polydrug use among high-risk drug 
users in Europe — Linda Montanari

Finland: Results on the new polydrug use 
questions in the Finnish TDI — Martta Forsell  

France: Polydrug use in France: an insight from 
drug-related deaths — Joëlle Micallef and Michel 
Mallaret

Netherlands: Trends and patterns in 
polyaddiction in the Netherlands, data from the 
National Alcohol and Drug Information System in 
the Netherlands — Jeroen Wisselink

Discussion: Clinical and monitoring implications 
of polydrug use – questions for drug monitoring 
experts and drug professionals — Saket 
Priyadarshi, United Kingdom

13.00 Lunch break 

14.15 Session 7 

Key challenges for the future to ensure the European system  
remains fit for purpose: breakout session

The objective of this session is to address cross-cutting issues in a participative way for all KIs and other areas of 
monitoring, focusing on systemic challenges for our organisation: how may our tools look in 10 years?

Workshop 9 
Early warning threat assessment and routine 
monitoring: challenges of more rapid reporting 
(timeliness and dissemination of results) 
 Room PAL101

Facilitators: Margriet van Laar and Jane 
Mounteney

Rapporteur final session: Margriet van Laar

Netherlands: Solving the ecstasy puzzle. Case 
study in the Netherlands — Margriet van Laar 

Norway: Norwegian overdose prevention strategy 
– needs for monitoring outcomes and challenges 
in reporting — Thomas Clausen 

Hungary: The Facebook case – a serious adverse 
event in Hungary — Orsolya Varga

USA: Heroin epidemic in the United States — 
Jane Maxwell

Workshop 10 
Adapting to the modern world: the opportunities 
and challenges posed by new technologies – the 
challenge of online and virtual world 
Room CDS107

Facilitator: Alessandro Pirona

Rapporteur final session: Sabrina Molinaro

Brief interventions by: 

•  Netherlands: Wil Kuijpers 
•  Belgium: Jerome Antoine 
•  Italy: Sabrina Molinaro 
•  Latvia: Marcis Trapencieris 
•  Denmark: Ola Ekholm 
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Workshop 11 
Making monitoring data speak louder to policy and more clearly to inform best practice 
Conference Centre

Facilitators: Marica Ferri and Lucas Wiessing

Rapporteur final session: Catherine Comiskey

Panel: 

•  EMCDDA 
•  Italy: Carla Rossi 
•  University of Dublin, Ireland: Catherine Comiskey  
•  University of Copenhagen, Denmark: Jeffrey Lazarus 
•  LHSTM, United Kingdom: Peter Vickerman 
•  Czech Republic: Viktor Mravcik

15.45 Coffee break

16.15 Session 8 

Identifying and responding to the future challenges for drug monitoring in Europe: lessons learnt 
and future perspectives for the European system (plenary) 
Conference Centre

Chair: Julian Vicente and co-chair Roland Simon

The catalyst for this session will be short feedbacks from the breakout sessions to capture the key discussion points 
from the conference. These will feed a panel discussion which will be structured around a set of common key questions. 
The session will bring together the learning points developed during the meeting, highlight the current strengths and 
limitations of existing monitoring methods and help identify the strategic issues that will be important for the future 
success of the EMCDDA’s monitoring work at both a systemic and indicator level.

An external reflection on possible future scenarios: monitoring challenges following a change in 
cannabis regulatory framework — Wayne Hall, Australia

Key learning points from selected workshops (1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11): 1 slide per workshop, 3–4 points 

Moderated panel discussion with experts (six panellists) and stakeholders and questions and 
comments from the floor  
•  Elsa Maia, European Commission (DG Home)  
•  Margriet van Laar, Netherlands  
•  François Beck, France  
•  Jane Maxwell, USA 
•  Ludwig Kraus, Germany  
•  Michael Farrell, Ireland/Australia 

Closing remarks — Paul Griffiths

18.00 End of the meeting


